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Figure 7. Means/Manner/Instrumental Affixes
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Figure 8. Languages with Incorporation or Descendants of Incorporation
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Figure 9. Languages with No Trace of Noun Incorporation or its Descendants

5. Conclusion

At least two major kinds of factors can be hypothesized to underlie some of the morphological
complexity typical of North America. The widespread existence of pronominal affixes for all
core arguments and the sizeable sets of affixes with relatively concrete and specific meanings
(though not as concrete and specific as roots) in different areas suggest that there might be
general factors at play in their development: as suggested by Trudgill and Dahl, long periods of
development, probably from compound constructions to affix constructions, unhampered by the
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simplifying tendencies of large populations of adult second-language speakers. But subtle
differences in the inventories and functions of the affixes in the different areas suggest a second.
It appears that early contact, at the compounding stage or before, affected propensities for
expressing certain distinctions in everyday talk. Bilinguals accustomed to elaborate expression of
certain features in one language presumably carried frequencies of expression into their other
language, frequencies which would lay the groundwork for the development of the particular
affix constructions we find today.
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