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Stanley Rubin

Stanley Rubin (second from the right)holds his Emmy award for "The Necklace" at the first Emmy Awards, Los Angeles 1949.

In the Spring of 1947 the option on my contract as a screenwriter at Columbia Pictures
was dropped. Now | had to figure out what my next step would be if | wanted tonnyake
living in the movie business.

What | was unaware of was that | was not alone in being dropped by a studio. This has
become clear all these years later now that I'm back at UCLA for my degree, and I'm taking
classes in the School of Theater, Film antkVision. While | heard, at the time, of the
Paramount Consent Decree, | did not realize its full significance. As the studios were forced
to give up block booking and ownership of theaters "convulsions shook the town... and
studios began dropping contrawetith actors, writers, producersBut all | knew then was that
| was unemployed, a situation | had to correct as quickly as possible.

One thought was to come up with an original story for a feature. | had previously sold
an original called "Decoy" thatag being shot at the moment with a highly touted young
English actress named Jean Gillie. Why not another one?

A different course of action was intriguing me, however. Television. There was a lot
of talk in Hollywood about it. Nobody knew which way it wdido, but it was generally






